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      THE LIGHTHOUSE
Newsletter for January 2015

I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.  Isaiah 42:16
Message from Our Pastor

From Pastor Lamb:

What I Got For Christmas
You should see what I got for Christmas.  I wasn’t all that surprised to get it, but this year I think I finally got it.  You see, I get the same thing every year, but I don’t always realize what it is.  This year, I think I do.  And you know what?  You got the same thing, but I don’t know if you get what you got.

Let me clear this up.  Every year I receive again the news that God, our Father, has given me his Son.  And each year I try to spend some time reflecting on that gift.  But, honestly, I don’t often spend much time thinking about it.  So while the Church gives me this same message, this same Good News, every year, I don’t often take the time to receive it, to “get” it.

At best, I guess I think this gift is like the rain or snow; it will come whether I think about it or not.  In those times I think Jesus will water my life and give me his benefits whether I notice or not.

At second best, I don’t think about the good news of Jesus the Savior at all.  I go on with my life like there is nothing new to which I could, or should, give my attention.  I treat this message from the Church like it is part of the wallpaper of life, hardly worth giving thought or time to.

At worst, I think about this good news and I treat it like it’s all for me.  I hear it and try to figure out how I can benefit from it, or why I should spend energy on it, and if I don’t see how it can help me, I set the gift aside.  

Of course that’s not what I tell myself. Oh no. I tell myself that I am a follower of Jesus, this good gift from God.  But when I stop and really look at myself in relation to Jesus, I often see that it is the other way around: Jesus is following me. I don’t put Jesus in the lead position of my life’s schedule, finances, or priorities. Sure, I let him hang around and talk to him occasionally (he seems to like that).  But if he isn’t adding something to my life – in a way I can clearly see – then I am not inclined to follow him.

And in that frame of mind the news that God has given his Son doesn’t seem like such a great gift.  

But that changed this year.  This year was different.  This year the routines of my life were interrupted several times by news that people needed help of different kinds.  And as I talked with others about this, they seemed eager to give that help and they invited me along.  I didn’t think I had the time or energy or gifts to be much help. But then I saw how people reacted when we showed up, and kept showing up, to help.  They didn’t see me or the person I was with, they saw the Church.  They saw Jesus being followed. 

And all of the sudden it dawned on me:  Jesus is not a gift to me.  Jesus is a gift to us, to all of us.  Jesus is too much gift to be received only by me, he is received by the Spirit-filled community we call the Church.

God gave his Son not just to me. Jesus came to us and for us, for a group of people, for a community that would know what to do with that gift, even though they didn’t always understand why.  

I began to notice the Church, the body of Christ, differently.  I began to see people coming to worship not because they got so much out of it, but because they wanted to offer their presence and time to God, or because they wanted to set a good example for someone else. I began to see people taking time and energy from their own busy lives to spend it visiting others, not because they got something wonderful out of it, but because the people they visited did.  I began to see people coming to study the Bible, or the life of Jesus, or the practices that grow faith, not because they had nothing they would rather do, but because God is publically and privately honored by our efforts to connect more closely.  I began to see people in my community of faith showing me how to follow Jesus. 

And when my eyes finally opened to see this, I finally got it. I got Jesus for Christmas.  And he came wrapped as all of you.  

Thank you.  May your new year be filled with following Christ, even if you don’t get why.
Pastor Matt Lamb

Newsletter
The Newsletter was not adopted.

   Noisy Offering

The noisy offering for January 4th will go for the Lutheran World Relief

NOIZ
NOIZ will meet on January 18th at 7 pm.
  Confirmation
Confirmation will meet on the 1st and 2nd Wednesday of January at 7 pm.

January Wedding Anniversaries

Philip & Carol Richel
 8

LaRoy & Marion Hill
22

Eldon & Shirley Winberg
23

Don & Jacqueline Kallstrom
30

Baptismal Anniversaries in January

Donna Harju                      
                                1

Nancy Hardy                      
                                1

Cindy Hendricks                 
                                1

Jerry Fenlon
1

Barb Lehto
1

Kathy Marshall
1

Tonya Valletta
1
Aiden Stenson
3

Kaiden Stenson
3
Carol Richel
6

Cole Christiansen
6

Molly Dandona
6

Jordan Grogan
6

Grace Wheeler
6

Lorraine Graham
7

Samantha Wyers
7

Nicole Coveyou
7

Chelsey Coleman
8

Robert Coleman 
8

Brendan Insley
8
Ben Lampman
8

Jack Lampman
8

Kim Lampman
8
Mitchell Snyder
9

Tyler Snyder
9

Kyra Spencer
9

Helena St. Onge – Kissinger
9
Faith Gaubault
13

Nadine Dandona
19

Lori Bowlby
27

Shirley Campbell
28

Bob Marshall 
29
Birthdays in January

Tammy Shepard                                                                   1

Joshua Lennington
5

Megan Stenson

7


Bev Kammers

8

Brian Harju

9

Judy Ryerse

11

Cliff Marshall

14

Danielle Paul

14

Lindsey Blair

16

Madeline Winberg

16

Ryan Idalski

18

Brendan Insley

18

Justin Therrian

18

Ryan Marshall

19

Becky Paul

20

Wade Marshall

21

Amy Dodds

22

Jordan Grogan

22

Patric Schlehuber

23

Eric Elmblad

25
Micah Gaubault
   
25
Toni Johnston

25

Brenda St. Onge

26

Luke Valletta

26

Delores Marshall

28

Tom Schenkel

28

Philip Richel 

30

Ryan LaVake

31
Contact Information
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Matt Lamb may be reached at  717-805-4210 (please call anytime you need to!)

Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine

To email the church is:  ziontrinity950@yahoo.com
The new website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Prayer List
(The prayer list is started new each year.  If you would like someone added to the prayer list, please fill out a yellow card or call the church)
Bonnie Bergeron, Jim Dyer, Carl & Mary Belonga, LaTaunya Paquin, Phil Richel, Joy Olsen Marolf, Barb Lehto, Jackie Kallstrom and Charlie Lamoreaux
Zion Funeral Committee December-March
Team Leader:  Lana Lennington (643-6576)

Co-leader: Marlene Olsen (643-9519)
Trinity Worship Families
Jan 4

Rose Family
Jan 11

Baron Family
Jan 18

Chalmers Family
Jan 25

Gustafson Family

Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters
Jan 4

Confirmation Class
Jan 11

Alan & Betsy Turf
Jan 18

Bob Marshall & Faith Gaubault

Jan 25

Paul & Tammy Shepard
Lectors

Jan 4

Loni LaJoice
Jan 11

Betsy Turf
Jan 18

Dawn Akers
Jan 25

Linda Wilkins
Communion Assistants

Jan 4

Lana Lennington
Jan 11

Nicole Garen
Jan 18

Lorraine Graham
Acolytes

Jan 4

Matthew Valetta

Jan 11

Drew Stokero

Jan 18

Sarah Doran

Jan 25

Madison Olsen

Altar:  Susan Fenlon
Money Counters:  Lorraine Graham & Lana Lennington

Council Meetings
Trinity Council Meeting – 6 pm, January 8th 

Trinity Annual Meeting – 4 pm, January 25th 

Zion Council Meeting – 6:30 pm, January 15th   
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Zion’s Council Members
President:
Faith Gaubault
298-1800

Vice-President
Paul Shepard
984-2069


Secretary:
Lorraine Graham
643-8419

Co-Treasurers:  
Dawn Akers
643-7552


Lana Lennington
643-6576

                           Nicole Garen
298-0490
                           Tim Idalski
643-6574


Fred Feleppa
643-6793

Trinity’s Council Members
President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570
Vice-President
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581

Secretary: 
Sharon Chalmers
292-5440

Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Joe Chalmers
292-5433

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Jim Dyer
292-5433



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
	Treasurer's Report for Zion

	January 1, 2014 to December 7, 2014

	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	

	
	Building
	$ 5,822.46
	

	
	Church Use Income
	$ 150.00
	

	
	Thrivent Financial Income
	$ 339.00
	

	
	General
	$ 52,398.33
	

	
	Trinity Share
	$ 11,785.00
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	$ 70,494.79

	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	

	
	Administration
	$ 5,192.65
	

	
	Benevolence
	$ 4,695.00
	

	
	Church Maintenance
	$ 13,787.08
	

	
	Education
	$ 877.12
	

	
	Parsonage Maintenance
	$ 2,154.15
	

	
	Pastoral
	$ 35,074.88
	

	
	Worship
	$ 5,908.20
	

	
	--To Building Fund
	$ 5,663.00
	

	
	--To LCF Loan
	$ 500.00
	

	
	
	
	$ 73,852.08

	
	
	
	-3,357.29

	***********************************************************

	
	
	
	

	General fund balance:
	
	$ 491.60

	Building fund balance:
	
	$ 236.91

	WELCA Kitchen Savings acct balance:
	
	$ 686.43

	
	
	
	

	General fund owes building fund:
	
	 $                  -   

	General fund owes Mission Endowment fund:
	$      9,495.00 


Zion Lutheran Council Meeting 

December 11, 2014


Present:  Pastor Lamb, Dawn Akers, Fred Feleppa, Nicole Garen, Lorraine Graham, Tim Idalski and Lana Lennington
Fred Feleppa opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m.  Pastor Lamb led us in devotions and a prayer.
Pastor’s Report:

He attended three council meetings.  He made one visitation to Mackinac Straits Hospital.  He provided pulpit supply through February.

He will talk with Pastor Suzy regarding mid-week Lenten Services.

He will come to our meeting on January 15th when we will discuss the budget for 2015.  He will preside over the Annual Meeting on February 1st.  He will meet with the Council on February 5th for our Bible Study, which is the next step in the call process.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented and approved.  Marshall’s has been paid in full for the roof.
The notes from the last meeting were discussed.
Old Business:
We have 4 students interested in going to the Youth Gathering in Detroit:  Sarah Doran, Alicia Garen, Emma Feleppa and Michael Lennington.  Sandy Feleppa will be chaperone.  Dan Litzner will be taking students from Allenville and he will be asked if he can be chaperone for Michael.  The bus would cost $55 dollars each but Sandy was planning to drive down.  It was decided that WELCA would provide the initial costs so we could get the early registration discounts, and it would be paid back as funds were available.  A bake sale was planned for the following Saturday and pop cans were being collected.  There is a Soup Supper planned for a Wednesday evening in January with the students serving the meal.

Changes in the usher list was discussed.  It was decided to put the Confirmation group on the usher list once a month.

New Business:
It was decided to have the Bible Study meeting on February 5th at 6:30 pm.

It was decided, we would not need a joint meeting with Trinity at this time.

Two students (Madison Olsen and Sarah Doran) will be confirmed this spring.  It will be held on Pentecost Sunday.

There was a discussion on how to motivate people to come to church even though we don’t have a regular pastor.  Sending a letter was discussed.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine Graham
Ushers 2015
Thank you for your involvement last year.  We have tried to accommodate those who were unable to usher.  This system has worked well for us.  We have signed everyone up again for 2014.  Thanks again for your involvement in this vital ministry.  If you cannot make your designated time, please e-mail (ziontrinity950@yahoo.com) or call the church office.

The Usher duties are:

1. Arrive 30 minutes before church

2. Put hymnal numbers up on the board

3. Pass out bulletins and welcome guests

4. Help with the offering and communion

5. Track attendance 
Jan 4

Confirmation Youth

Jan 11

Alan & Betsy Turf

Jan 18

Bob Marshall & Faith Gaubault

Jan 25

Paul & Tammy Shepard
Feb 1

Andrea Insley & Tina Schlehuber

Feb 8

Lorraine Graham & Lynn Evans

Feb 15

Stevan & Mary Christiansen

Feb 18

Confirmation Youth

Feb 22

Jon & Connie Olsen
Mar 1

Craig & Sunshine Kammers

Mar 8

Confirmation Youth

Mar 15

Paul & Tammy Shepard

Mar 22

Merlin & Shannon Doran

Mar 29

Stevan & Mary Christiansen
April 5

Confirmation Youth

April 12

Dave & Rita LaVake

April 19

Martha Sjogren & Donna Harju

April 26

Dena Barker & Tracey McCluskey

May 3

Lana Lennington & Family

May 10

Confirmation Youth

May 17

Nicole, Cole, and Alicia Garen

May 24

Bob Marshall and Faith Gaubault

May 31

Delores & Cliff Marshall
June 7

Confirmation Youth

June 14

LaJoice Family

June 21

Sandy & Fred Feleppa

June 28

Judy Ryerse & Marialana Nygard
July 5

Casey & Angie Brake

July 12

Donna Harju & Lorraine Graham

July 19

Mark & Carol Elmblad

July 26

Jerry & Susan Fenlon
Aug 2

Judy Ryerse & Marialana Nygard

Aug 9

Max Coburn & Lorraine Graham

Aug 16

Sandy & Fred Feleppa

Aug 23

Mike Lehto & Mike Herman

Aug 30

Les & Debbie Therrian
Sep 6

Jon & Connie Olsen

Sep 13

Confirmation Youth

Sep 20

Tim & Sally Idalski
Sep 27

Merlin & Shannon Doran
Oct 4

NOIZ

Oct 11

Alan & Betsy Turf

Oct 18

Confirmation Youth

Oct 25

Max Coburn & Lynn Evans
Nov 1

Nicole Garen Family

Nov 8

Sam LaVake Family

Nov 15

Confirmation Youth

Nov 22

Amy Dodds Family

Nov 29

Mark & Carol Elmblad
Dec 6

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Dec 13

Martha Sjogren & Donna Harju

Dec 20

Confirmation Youth

Dec 24

Lana Lennington Family

Dec 27

Mike Lehto & Mike Herman

Three Lakes Lay Academy
Winter Schedule
                Three Lakes Lay Academy will begin another round of classes with the January- March schedule.  This will give people the opportunity to start at the beginning and provide for them a three-year sequence of classes leading to a certificate of accomplishment.    If you or anyone wishes to see a copy of the list of classes for the next three years please let me know and I will send it on.   

                Registration is now open for January 2015 and you are welcome to register and participate this coming term.     

Dave Van Dam and Bre Johnson

 

Three Lakes Lay Academy Winter 2015 Class Offerings

Schedule:

                Thursdays from January 15 – March 19, 2015

4:00 pm – Church Story

5:30 pm – Shared meal     
6:00 pm – Shared Devotions

6:30 pm – Introduction to the Bible

8:00 pm – Depart 
Church Story:   An overview of the Church’s story leading up to the Reformation with a concentration of study on the Reformation that birthed the Lutheran and Presbyterian Churches. 

Teachers:   

Rev. Jesse Brown – Lutheran Pastor, Newberry, MI
Presbyterian still to be determined 
An Introduction to the Bible:  An overview of one of the greatest books in the world that seeks to explore the historical and literary contexts as well as the common threads that run through the fabric of Scripture     

Teachers: 

Rev. David Van Dam – Retired Presbyterian Pastor, Petoskey, MI 

Rev. Bre Johnson – Lutheran Pastor, Cedarville, MI 

All classes held at:

                Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

                950 Huron St, St. Ignace, MI 49781

                906-643-7870

Each class is $10 for the semester. Students will be required to purchase books. Scholarships are available. Classes are team taught by Presbyterian and Lutheran teachers.

 

Please pre-register at davidvandam68@gmail.com or UPBRE3@gmail.com before January 12, 2012 to make sure you can get books by the first class!

 

For further information please contact:  Rev. David Van Dam at 231-439-5069, davidvandam68@gmail.com 

 

In its tenth year, The Academy is a cooperative teaching ministry of the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the eastern Upper Peninsula, and the northern Lower Peninsula of Michigan. The Academy was founded to meet the need of Christian adults to study more in depth on issues of God and faith.[image: image1.png]
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